"I ought to warn you, if you haven't read any of my stories, that you may be a little disturbed by some of the things that happen in them". With these words -delivered with enormous gravity by a gaunt figure, with thinning hair, a sly sense of black humour, and plenty of surprises up his sleeves -Roald Dahl introduced himself to millions of new fans and increased his reputation as a master of the macabre several times over. Dahl had seen his twist-in-thetail short stories used as source material before, notably in 'Alfred Hitchcock Presents', but Anglia offered a showcase for an entirely fresh run of star-studded, colour adaptations to send the public off to work, school, or (this being 1979) job-search on Monday morning with the previous night's icy chills and shock climax still reverberating through their minds.
'Tales of the Unexpected' ran for nine seasons between 1979 and 1988, exclusively featuring versions of Dahl yarns for the first two years before branching out to include other similarlyminded scribes. The memorable James Bond-style title sequence is one of the most fondlyremembered in British television history -yellow and blue flames collide from opposite sides of the screen, the possessive title 'Roald Dahl's Tales of the Unexpected' blazes into view with the briefest glimpse of a silhouetted dancer; dissolve to a spinning roulette wheel, multiple white solarised depictions of the lady once more (sporting a fashionable 'Purdey' hairdo), the camera then panning along a gun barrel, and into those iconic flames again The show has come in for a fair amount of undeserved ridicule, with lame jokes about "Tales of the Totally Expected" abounding to the present, although the great Peter Cook paid a smart, part-vicious, part-affectionate contemporary tribute with a sketch on his 'Peter Cook and Co.' special in 1980 -'Tales of the Much as We Expected' was a delicious parody of Dahl's earnest intro style and patter, with our master satirist imitating the author, revealing that the dropping of an 'N' from the name 'Ronald' had brought a change in his fortunes, before the lounge set catches alight as the flickering fireplace gets out of control... The lasting legacy, however, is one of tremendous admiration and respect for a pillar of the ITV network's history and artistic success. From that automatically recognisable theme and title sequence, to indelible memories of the frequently sick and twisted stings at the fadeout, Tales of the Unexpected remains legendary in the annals of small screen shock and suspense.
